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NTHS Welcomes
New Members
by Beth Browder
April 17, 2015 – Congratulations
to the 10 newest members of
the National Technical Honor
Society (NTHS). New members
had to pass a rigorous nomination
process before being inducted.
Students were nominated by his/her
teacher; they must have an ‘A’ grade
point average as well as excellent
attendance and produce proof of
community service hours.
NTHS currently serves
approximately 80,000 active
members. Member schools agree
that NTHS encourages high

(left to right): Candace Jackson, Manuel Gonzalez, Michael Lobo,
Eddie Florence, Roseann Osorio, Elisa DeSantis, Alexander Hernandez,
Mary Boyer, & William Carta. Not pictured: Keywee Owens

scholastic achievement, awards
scholarships, and cultivates
excellence in tomorrow’s workforce.
For over 30 years, NTHS has been

the acknowledged leader in
the recognition of outstanding
student achievement in career and
technical education.

STATE
COMPETITION

T

by Judy Smith

he SkillsUSA State Competition was held in
Lakeland, Florida, on April 26-29, 2015. In order to
compete at the state level, students were required to
place first or second at the regional competition held
in February at Manatee Technical College. FMIT
took thirteen competitors to Lakeland and competed
in ten different contests. FMIT students competed
in Prepared Speech, Chapter Display, Cosmetology,
Marine Mechanics, Carpentry, Power Equipment,
Related Technical Math, Customer Service, Major
Appliance, and Auto Service Technology. Many thanks
to the facility advisors who accompanied these students:
Judy Smith, Armando Gomez, and Richard Schaefer.
FMIT took home the GOLD medal in Carpentry
and Chapter Display!
Congratulations to the following students who
received medals in their respective competition areas:
Alexander Hernandez – Carpentry (Gold)
Paul O’Hern and Oran Renfroe – Chapter
Display (Gold)
Randall Spangler – Major Appliance (Silver)
Camelia Schley – Customer Service (Silver)
Christian Rembert-Technical Related Math
(Silver)
Beth Herrera – Cosmetology (Bronze)
Jecoa Loredo –Power Equipment (Silver)
Russell Hanzevack – Marine Mechanics
(Bronze)
The next adventure for the SkillsUSA students
will be the National Skills USA competition being
held in Louisville, Kentucky, on June 21-27th. FMIT
will be represented at the National Competition by
Alexander Hernandez in the Carpentry competition
and Richard Schaefer, advisor. We all wish them good
luck-and bring home the GOLD!!

(left to right): Jecoa Loredo, Oran Renfroe, Alexander
Hernandez, Russell Hanzevack, Camelia Schley, Christian
Rembert, Randall Spangler, Paul O’Hern, and Beth Herrera

February 25, 2015–
Khrystie Gonzalez,
Carpentry student,
and Armando Gomez,
Major Appliance and
Refrigeration Repair
instructor, appeared
on D’Latinos Al Dia.
Armando
Gomez;
Khrystie
Gonzalez;
and Hernan
Fratto,
D’Latinos
Al Dia news
anchor
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Mike Peak graduated
from the 30th Law
Enforcement Recruit
Class in December
1981 at the
Southwest

Florida Public
Service
Academy
(SWFPSA). That
led to a 30 year
career at the Lee County Sheriff’s Office. He
rose through the ranks and recently retired as
Captain of the Corrections
& Investigations Division.
Mr. Peak is still involved
in law enforcement as
a firearms instructor
at SWFPSA. In fact, he
has been an instructor
there for over 21 years.
Mr. Peak also serves on
the Board of Trustees at
the Southwest Florida Fair. Part of that job
involves traveling throughout the United
States and booking entertainment for
the fair.

by Stephanie Watson
March 4, 2015–The Indian
Creek Resort Community
presented Fort Myers Institute
of Technology with a $9,000
scholarship check during the
annual scholarship luncheon.
For over 27 years, many
students have benefited from
the generosity of the residents
of the Indian Creek Resort.
The funds are used to assist
enrolled students with tuition,
fees, and other emergencies.
Many students would not be
able to attend school without

ind

As the end of another academic year
quickly approaches, many of us can hardly
believe it is already here. Many of our
students are now preparing to complete their
William McCormick
programs and enter the workforce, and in
fact, many have already done so.
No matter your situation, you are to be congratulated as I
believe you will now reap the rewards of taking the time to
pursue a skills-based education in an occupation for which there
is great demand. Regardless of what brought you here, I hope
you will always look upon your time with us as one of the best
investments you have ever made.
We hope to see many of our graduating students at our annual
school-wide graduation ceremony on May 28th at Fort Myers
High School. Your accomplishment deserves special recognition
and I hope you will join in the celebration.
Some of you have not yet completed your programs and will be
returning in August. To students in this category, please stay safe
over the summer and remember to stay the course! We want to
see you back this August.
And finally, many of you in our health science, automotive, and
cosmetology programs are not quite finished as your classes are
extended into the summer months. Activity here at FMIT is always
high, even in the summer!
Please take a few moments to look over this edition of the
Soaring Scene. In this edition you’ll read about some unique
things students are doing in their programs, or in one of our
student-based organizations. You will also read about some very
unique accomplishments our students have attained. I hope you
pay particular attention to the short snippets about our nominees
for this year’s Student of the Year, as well as the profiles about
a few of our veteran retiring instructors, and finally, the article
about the great SkillsUSA team that represented FMIT at the State
Skills Contests a few weeks ago. These students, and all like them,
make FMIT the special place it is.

this support. During the
luncheon, students personally
thanked the committee
members for their generosity
by communicating the ways the
scholarship has helped them
achieve their goals. To obtain
scholarship funds, the residents
of Indian Creek Resort recycle
newspapers and aluminum
cans, sell coupon booklets, and
hold fundraising events. Many
of the residents live in Canada
and spend the winter months
in Florida. The partnership
between FMIT and the Indian
Creek community is proof that
positive relationships between
schools and the community
are invaluable necessities. We
thank the Indian Creek Resort
Community for their continued
support and generosity.
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Year End Results

Indian Creek Residents
Make Scholarship
Donation
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Message from the Director
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Standing from left to right: Mary Jackson; Mary Ann Bayer; Ursula Bennett; Nancy Wallace;
Norma Smith; Pete Bennett, Vice-Chair, Indian Creek Park Scholarship Fund; Ann Hebert;
Mark Boucher, President, Indian Creek Resort Residents’ Association; Louise Guertin; Bill
Davey, Secretary, Indian Creek Resort Residents’ Association; Stephanie Watson. Kneeling:
Tom Guertin, Chairman, Indian Creek Park Scholarship Fund; Bill McCormick, FMIT Director.

Business Partnership
by Jeff Ohime
March 24, 2015–Reliable Turbine
Services’ (RTS) Generator Division
has partnered with FMIT to provide
industry-relevant instruction to the
Turbine Generator, Maintenance,
Inspection & Repair students. The
objective is educational training on
field generator repair and testing as
well as helping students understand
RTS’ role within the power generation
industry. “It is a very interesting time
in the power generation industry.
Multiple technologies are
currently
responsible
for the
electricity
powering
today’s
society. With
traditional
sources of
power such

as coal, natural gas, and nuclear, as well
as the green energy sources that are
entering the grid and becoming more
reliable every year, it can be difficult
for students to know which direction to
take their studies and focus on an area
of expertise. Reliable Turbine wants
to provide students with a real world
example of how their knowledge can
be applied. “Providing training and
discussions about what our company
does helps the next generation
understand how they will fit into the
big picture, and that ensures a better
future for everyone.” - Ben Irvine,
Generator Specialist, Reliable Turbine
Services.
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Thank you to FMIT’s
graduation speakers!

Y

ou’ve probably seen Robert
Encarnacion around the FMIT
campus sometime during the year.
He has been a long-time supporter of
the school and its mission as an advisory
committee member for the business
programs. In his role as publisher of
Southwest Florida’s only Spanish language
weekly newspaper,
Imagen Semanal, he
has been on campus
interviewing students
for feature stories.
Mr. Encarnacion
was born and raised
in the South Bronx in
New York City, where
he attended Chelsea
Robert Encarnacion
Vocational High School
and became a certified cabinetmaker. “I
love making new friends and helping others
succeed in their businesses and in their
lives,” says Mr. Encarnacion. He loves life
and loves to stay busy doing productive
and fun things which has led to a very

interesting career. While in New York, he
worked for a modern art gallery called Pop/
Eye Productions that later became Think
Big! After high school, he moved to Chicago
where he was a corporate headhunter. In
1998, he moved to Fort Myers and was hired
by The News-Press where he was promoted
to the position of Employee Relations
Manager, overseeing all hiring, training and
employee-relations matters. In addition, he
has been an actor, singer, TV personality,
radio personality, newspaper columnist, film
producer, talent manager, and promoter.
Mr. Encarnacion is also the owner of REE
Corporation, an events planning and trade
show company.
If that’s not enough, he’s also in the midst
of producing a new TV show and starting
a new company as well as producing short
films and documentaries.
hrystie Nayleen Gonzalez is 28
years old and the second oldest
of seven siblings. She is originally
from Puerto Rico but has been raised
in Florida most of her life. Sitting with
Ms. Gonzalez for a few minutes can
change your perspective of what living
life truly is. She is a humble woman with
a big heart for humanity, whose goals
and accomplishments speak volumes
about her character. Upon graduation
from Palmetto Ridge High School,
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STUDENT
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day

May 1, 2015–Congratulations to James Maynard
and Jonathan Drawec, Automotive Service
Technology students, who won the coveted Student
Appreciation Day trophy. They each won a jet ski
rental. There were over $2,500 in prizes for the
students who participated in the games. Thank
you to Mr. Mike Esterline and his Marine Service
Technology students for organizing the games. A
great time was had by all!

James Maynard and
Jonathan Drawec

the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
awarded her a 2-year scholarship to
Hodges University where she earned her
associates in science in medical assisting.
After a few years in the field, her love
for adventure led her to follow in her
father’s footsteps and join the U. S. Coast
Guard. Completing her enlistment with
several awards, medals, and letters of
commendation, she knew she was ready
to accomplish a
much larger and
fulfilling lifestyle
goal. This is what
brought her to FMIT
to the Carpentry
program. She
chose the carpentry
program to
accomplish her goal
Khrystie Nayleen
of building her own
Gonzalez
house in Puerto Rico
on a few acres to farm and live a selfsustainable lifestyle.
If you think those are the only tools on
her belt, well, she’s also been a nanny,
a personal trainer at Gold’s Gym, and
a competitor in bodybuilding contests.
There is no doubt with the passion,
drive, and skills learned, that she can
accomplish anything she sets her mind to.

by
Suzan Harden

A

Standing: Kyle Candelaria,
Reyes Ramon, & Colton Shore.
Seated: Kelly Gequelin

by Gary Christiano

s a team-building activity, the
Drafting students are constructing an
architectural model as a class project.
The model is of a large, single-family
home. The model is being made from
many wood products and is designed
like an old, Florida-style home with
contemporary features. It will have
steps, handrails, and wood siding. In
addition to being a class project and
exhibit, the model will incorporate
the use of 3D printed doors,
windows, and plumbing fixtures. The
roof will be removable/detachable
(for viewing) and will incorporate
many realistic finishes. Model
building is very time consuming, so
model completion is planned to be
around December 2015.

Randall Spangler,

Major Appliance &
Refrigeration Repair
student, holds a snake
that he removed from a
clothes dryer. The snake
was wrapped around the
motor pulley, preventing
it from running!

ServSafe Certification
Joe Mastrangelo is proud to announce that 15 students
C hef/Instructor
in the Commercial Foods and Culinary Arts program have recently

achieved ServSafe Food Protection Manager Certification. The students
attended 8 hours of training presented by Celia Hill, County Extension Director,
Lee County Extension Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, through the
University of Florida. The students then had to pass a 3-hour exam to receive
the nationally recognized and accredited certification. Restaurants in Florida
are required to have at least one certified manager per facility.
While attending the 1,200-hour Commercial Foods and Culinary Arts
program, students prepare daily lunches for over 600 students and faculty.
Students learn all aspects of the culinary world, including sanitation,
inventory calculation, ordering, menu planning and food preparation in
a state-of-the-art kitchen. Completers of the program are employed in
restaurants throughout Southwest Florida and some
have gone on to open their own restaurants.

FMIT is participating in The Norm Project, a Lee
County Schools prevention initiative that seeks to correct
misperceptions about alcohol and drug use. Many
teenagers perceive a higher level of alcohol, tobacco, and
drug use among their peers than actually exists. Most
teens believe their friends are drinking and doing drugs,
but surveys indicate the majority of Lee County teens are
NOT using alcohol and other drugs. The Norm Project uses
this factual information to promote healthy behaviors that
accurately reflect what’s really going on in our schools, or
the “norm.”
While the project is aimed at teenagers, our adult
students—many of whom are parents of children in the
Lee County School District—can benefit from having
the information and understanding the steps the school
district is taking to deal
with this important
issue. The Norm
Project is funded by
a partnership grant
offered by the United
Way of Lee, Collier,
Roseann Osorio
Hendry and Glades
and Krystal Olson
County.
April 29, 2015–The Air-Conditioning,
Refrigeration and Heating Technology program
recently acquired a Flow
Hood. With this new
tool, students are able to
determine if the correct
amount of air is being
Carl
delivered through the
Morris,
supply grill. Next to being
Patrick
too hot or too cold, too
Stott,
and Todd
little air is the second
Hammer
biggest complaint in homes
and commercial buildings.
The Flow Hood is used
to teach students the
fundamentals of testing
and balancing air flows.

Jim Trucksess, Brett Trucksess, Jim Baumgartner, & Chris McElroy

(left to right): Sarah Van Dyken, Christopher Michaels, Bryant Parris, Alexis
Landry, William Deane, Brittney Gavin, Ethan Boren, Chef Joe Mastrangelo,
Lisa Petriella, Cody Wolfe, Clara Smith, Eddie Florence, David Hawkins
and Manuel Gonzalez. Not pictured: Aimee Rudd and Shanna Grier.

May 7, 2015–Representatives from ASE SW Florida, LLC
visited the Electricity program; ASE is a startup company
that installs commercial security camera systems. They are
partnering with the program to provide training aids and
employment opportunities in the alarm wiring industry. The
company is planning to expand rapidly as the market for their
services is in great demand in our area.
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Tips From
Employers

Employability Skills Seminar
by Cathy Fowler

The business and technology students
networked with local employers at the annual
Business Department Employability Skills
Seminar. The following
topics were discussed:
How to Get and Keep a
Job, Business Etiquette,
Social Media, Working
with People, and How to
Advance on a Job.
Melissa Ramos, a
student in the Medical
Administration Specialist
Chip Knox
program, shared that she
gained an interview because she attended the
workshop. Melissa was able to meet Mr. Chip
Knox, the Recruiter with Lee Memorial Health
System. Mr. Knox gave some key points to
follow which were to keep your résumé simple,
clear, and concise. When applying for a position
with Lee Memorial or any organization, make
sure you state your volunteer work as it does
stand out on a résumé.

rofessional
ervice
ssociation

Mr. Robert Encarnacion, publisher of
Imagen Semanal, shared the importance
of using social media resources for gaining
employment. He suggested that everyone join
LinkedIn in order to network. In the future,
social media will be the main way that a
person gets an opportunity to interview.
Nelson Alvarez, .NET Application
Development and Programing student, was
recently hired at IPartner Media in Bonita
Springs as a web developer. He learned from
Gina Frazier, Deva Industries, the optimum
ways to showcase his technical and soft skills
at an interview.
Delmonica Garland, Medical Coder/
Biller student, said that Ms. Judy Armstrong
from CareerSource Southwest Florida was a
powerful speaker. “She gave me suggestions
on how to answer interview questions. She
helped me with answering the big questions
of ‘What is your strength and what is your
weakness.’ I learned to combine the two by
saying they are the same. For example, I am
an overachiever and sometimes that is my
weakness. She helped me so much. After the
seminar, I was interviewed for a position at
Cape Coral hospital; the same day I received a
call with an offer for a position of Radiology
Assistant. The starting pay is just what I need
to get back on my feet. Once again, thank
you FMIT for sponsoring a positive event that
helps students.”

Practical
Nursing
Graduates
March 2015

(left to right): Sarah Cornell, F. Michelle Connor, Michelle
Colome, Grace Clay, Binky Callahan, Leslie Buchmann,
Kamial Golden, Brittany Nierop, & Brad Engdahl

April 27, 2015 – This school year,

Lee Memorial Blood Center

collected 116 units of blood at FMIT.
Since 2 lives are saved per unit, over
230 people in our community have
been touched. FMIT also earned
$1,100 in scholarship funds to be
disbursed to deserving blood donors.
Thank you to everyone who donated
the gift of life.

Pictured from left to right: Darrell Williams, Angelo Llewellyn,
Randall Spangler, Dang Nguyen, Jason Slapp, & Latoya Atkinson

March 13, 2015–Congratulations to the
six Major Appliance and Refrigeration
Repair students who passed the Professional
Service Association’s (PSA) Graduate Certified
Appliance Professional battery of 8 tests.

Students Earn EPA
Certification

by David Wahl

Kenneth Byer, Carpentry, and Samantha
Rockwell, Applied Welding Technology

the following categories: Type I, small appliances; Type II, high
pressure equipment; and Type III, low pressure equipment. Universal
certification indicates successfully passing all sub-sections of the exam.
Students successfully obtaining certification include Austin
Bryant, Daniel Lemmon, Eric Hackett, Denzel Green, Stephen
Baughman, Kyle Blackman, Daniel Chapman, Richard Henderson,
Richard Hessert, Emilio Matias, Sean Melby, Joey Rios, Robert
Sanchez, Nathan Walker, Ryan Hansen, and Matthew Wertin earning
Universal Certification; with Michael Nicotra earning Types I and II
Certification. Congratulations to all!

On February 12, 2015, students in the Air Conditioning,
Refrigeration, and Heating Technology program participated
in the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) Refrigerant Usage
Certification Exam in accordance with Section 608
of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. This
certification is a requirement for employment in the
service sector of the HVACR (heating, ventilation,
air conditioning, and refrigeration) industry and
certifies levels of knowledge in refrigerant recovery
methods, refrigerant leak detection methods, system
dehydration, refrigerant safety, and refrigerant
cylinder handling. Students must pass a core
section and at least one other sub-section to achieve (left to right): Joey Rios, Kyle Blackman, Matt Wertin, Sean Melby, Nathan Walker, Richard Hessert,
Richard Henderson, Daniel Chapman, Robert Sanchez, Ryan Hansen, and Emilio Matias
certification. Sub-sections are broken down into
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s. Beth Browder has earned
the respect of all and true
friendship from so many at FMIT.
Always a lady, fun, upbeat, and focused
on students, Ms. Browder is a model of
excellence as a top-notch educator.
Ms. Browder’s young life was focused
on education with the goal of becoming a
business teacher. She graduated from the
University of Georgia and taught business
education courses at a local high school
Beth Browder
in Georgia. In the late 70s, when she was
extremely young, she moved to Florida and continued teaching
business courses at Alva Middle and Riverdale High School. In the
1980s, she began her career at the Tech Center called Lee Vo-Tech,
then renamed High Tech Central, and now known as FMIT. During
those early years, she would make the extra effort to return to the
University of Georgia over the summers in order to complete her
Master’s in Business Education.
Throughout her career, she has taught many business courses,
including shorthand, typing, PC Support, Microsoft Office, and
Administrative Assistant. She took time off from the classroom
and worked as the Financial Aid Officer at FMIT, helping students
gain vital information. Ms. Browder often says her most interesting
career challenge was starting the Medical Administrative Assistant
program and earning the CMMA certification. As part of this
program, she provides students with the opportunity to actively
learn about the medical field through the volunteer program with
Lee Memorial Health System. Ms. Browder has been nominated
as a Teacher of Distinction on many occasions through the Golden
Apple process. One of her greatest accomplishments was earning
the National Board Certification for Teachers. After completing
this goal, she worked with many teachers in Lee County mentoring
them to obtain their certification. Ms. Browder has always been
very involved with student achievement and is an advisor to the
National Technical Honor Society. She also dedicates her time
preparing students to compete in the SkillsUSA contests. She
helps prepare students for the Customer Service, Demonstration,
and Public Speaking competitions. In addition to teaching at the
Tech Center, she enjoyed working as adjunct professor at Florida
SouthWestern State College teaching a variety of computer-related
courses.
As a working mother, her attention was always on her
children—Josh and Stephanie. Now her children are all grown up.
Josh graduated and earned his Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine,
and Stephanie will graduate from medical school with her
Doctorate in Physical Therapy in May.
On June 8, 2015, life will take a new direction as she retires
from the School District of Lee County. Now there will be time to
enjoy a morning news show, take a long walk, get on the jet skis
at the lake, go antique shopping with a friend, and hike a Georgia
mountain trail. From what she says, she may find herself working
at a local golf course. What could be more fun! FMIT won’t be
the same without this quick-witted, down-to-earth, teacher of
distinction, and always a class act, our friend—Ms. Browder.
he always smiling and personable, Ms. Linda
McCormick, Clerk Typist, will “hang it up” after 14 years

of gainful employment at FMIT. Ms. McCormick’s story is a
journey from unemployment, to acquiring training, to gaining

employment, and soon to enjoying a stress-free retirement.
Her life story represents how receiving technical training makes
a “huge” difference in one’s working life. After becoming
unemployed in 1990, she was advised by Workforce of Florida to
gain new skills. The first step in the process was to take that darn
Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE). Ms. McCormick shared, with
her wonderful laughter, that like so many others—she flunked the
Math test. So, she had to go to the Learning
Center and do the dreaded remediation.
With remediation completed, she
enrolled in the PC Support program and
enjoyed her class taught by Ms. Beth
Browder. After graduating in December
2000, she started working in a place that
changes people’s lives for the better—The
Learning Center. Since she had been-there
and done-that, she realized that she could
make a difference in people’s lives by doing
Linda McCormick
her job every day to the best of her ability.
Her former teacher, Ms. Browder, recalled a class project that
Ms. McCormick participated in by teaching the residents at a local
community center how to send and receive email. Ms. Browder
praised Linda for the patience and courtesy she showed to all the
residents while completing this community service project. Ms.
Browder recalled how patient Ms. McCormick was with her one
gentleman students who was 86.
Ms. McCormick’s time to “chill out” is near at hand; she is
looking forward to relaxing outdoors, enjoying the Florida
sunshine, and having a refreshing drink. At the ripe old age of 36
or the reverse (ha! ha!), Ms. McCormick is more than ready to go
on another one of life’s journey—a time known as Retirement. Ms.
McCormick shared that two songs come to mind as she envisions
leaving FMIT which are “Thanks for the Memories” and “Happy
Trails to You.” A final word was said to all…Eba, Eba, That’s all
Folks.
fierce and mighty force for Career and Technical Education
will retire on June 8th. Who is this dynamo? The one
and only, go-getter extraordinaire—Career Specialist,
Ms. Debbie Daniels. During her 30+ years of employment
with the School District of Lee County, she has enjoyed every
day of her professional life working at Fort Myers High, Cape
High, and FMIT. Ms. Daniels is a strong advocate for high school
students discovering the possibilities of
career training at the Tech Centers. Her
professional mission has driven her to help
prospective students gain entrance into the
programs of their choice.
On any given day, Ms. Daniels is busy
assisting students in their job searches. You
may find her working with an employer
to find potential job candidates or making
initial phone calls to develop job leads for
students. As the day goes by, Ms. Daniels
Debbie Daniels
can be found helping students fine tune
their résumés and giving suggestions on nailing an interview!
Always multitasking, Ms. Daniels wears her sales and marketing
cap and is on the alert to situations that will benefit FMIT. As a
results-oriented person, Ms. Daniels works with the administrative
team, teachers, and school partners to ensure the success of events
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by Cathy Fowler

such as the Annual Open House and Counselors Day.
Ms. Daniel’s “ME TIME” is near at hand. There is no doubt that
Ms. Daniels will be up early and travel the world. When she is in
town, she takes Tai Chi classes, walks four or more miles a day, and
enjoys an easy 30-mile bike trek—all before lunch time! As a wine
enthusiast, she will always toast her FMIT family with many warm
wishes and best of luck. Ms. Daniels was asked, “What would
you like to say to the staff and students as you leave FMIT?” Her
parting words, always with a gleam in her eye and with good fun,
are “Many thanks for all the fond memories, and I will miss each
of you. But, I must say Au Revoir, Auf Wiedersehen, Adios, Hasta la
Vista, Ciao, and Goodbye!”
s. Cathy Fowler began her career as an accounting
teacher at North Fort Myers High in 1978. She also
taught business classes at Riverdale High and enjoyed
working as the Cooperative Education teacher where she helped
business students find employment. In the early 1980s, a teaching
position became available at the local vocational technical school
then called Vo-Tech and now known as FMIT.
At FMIT, she had the opportunity to start the Banking
Operations program for C & S Bank. Ms. Fowler said, “This was a
great time in my life, as I could go to the bank and see so many of
my former students at one time.” Next, she started the Accounting
Operations program with emphasis on QuickBooks. She and
many of her students earned the QuickBooks certification for the
Accountant’s Edition. For years, Ms. Fowler was an active member
in the Florida Society of Accountants, and she invited many of the
members to FMIT to speak to her students. Due to this professional
association, many students gained employment and scholarships.
Over the years, Ms. Fowler worked with the Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance Program (VITA). Her students gained the knowledge
needed to prepare basic tax returns and provided this service at
various United Way locations throughout Lee County.
One of her greatest accomplishments
was returning to school to earn her master’s
degree in Educational Leadership with
a focus on teaching adults. In 2000, she
earned her National Board Certification
with the help of her friend and mentor,
Ms. Beth Browder. Once she completed this
process, she worked with other teachers to
help them gain this credential. For over 10
years, she worked part-time as an adjunct
professor at Florida SouthWestern State
Cathy Fowler
College and taught many business classes.
At this time, she continues to serve as an active member on the
advisory board for Florida SouthWestern State College.
The fun part of her job was planning educational workshops for
students on the topics Employability Skills and Consumer Economics.
Also, preparing students for SkillsUSA competitions and working
as the co-advisor to the National Technical Honor Society were her
favorite activities on campus. Other fond memories of FMIT are
working with the staff to plan the school graduations, assisting
students with their résumés, preparing students for Microsoft
exams, and playing the Stock Market Game with her students.
As retirement approaches, Ms. Fowler is sentimental about
leaving, but realizes the time is at hand to say goodbye to her
colleagues at FMIT. She plans to enjoy working on her palm tree
business or what she calls a horticulture rescue mission. Also, she is

looking forward to traveling with her family to Australia and New
Zealand.
hen you meet Mr. Walter McGee, you immediately
know that he has what it takes to get the job done
and then some. You get this feeling that hey—this
man is the real thing and he knows his trade. He speaks softly
but with confidence. He has “know-how,” determination, and
some would say “true grit.” Sadly, he will retire after sharing
his craft with so many students during his 30+ years. A talented
mechanic and gifted teacher, Mr. McGee, Gasoline Engine Service
Technology instructor, will close this chapter of his teaching
career on June 5, 2015. His professional experience, training, and
career accomplishments are a testimony
to his dedication to FMIT over the years.
Due to his efforts, his program has met
all the certification requirements needed
to provide students with the most up-todate industry certifications. In order for
the program to be certified, the instructor
was required to hold many certifications.
Mr. McGee more than lived up to that
expectation and challenge. When it gets
tough for everyone else, it’s just right for
Walter McGee
Mr. McGee. He has that inner determination
to do what it takes to “get’er done!”
Mr. McGee graduated from the Small Gas Engines program in
1983. He began his teaching career as a part-time instructor for
Marine Mechanics Basic/Advanced through Adult Education at Lee
County High Tech. His teacher was so impressed with his abilities
that he recommended him for a position at the tech center. Mr.
McGee was hired as a full-time instructor for the Gasoline Engine
Service Technology program in 1985 and has continued to build
the program over the years. He has achieved many certifications
such as Diesel Mechanics Certification and the Marine Mechanics
Certification for Gasoline Engine Service. His industry certifications
are numerous and noteworthy. He is a Certified Master
Technician—Equipment & Engines (5 levels) and Master Instructor
for Briggs and Stratton.
During his teaching career, Mr. McGee has received numerous
awards. Over the years, Mr. McGee’s students participated in
SkillsUSA competitions. Under his leadership, students have won
over 50 regional and state medals. One student earned a Gold
Medal from the national competition and two students achieved
Silver Medals at nationals. For seven years in a row, his students
attended the national competition and placed in the top ten.
Due to his dedication to VICA, now SkillsUSA, Mr. McGee was a
Florida finalist for Advisor of the Year (VICA). Also, he received
the Humanitarian Recipient 1000 Points of Light Award, the
Presidential award for community service.
Mr. McGee has taught middle school, high school, and adult
learners. During all that time, he has continuously focused
on providing students with the opportunity to gain skills and
certifications. Now, it is Mr. McGee’s time to enjoy opportunities
with his family, take a trip to the mountains, and get lost in the
great outdoors and enjoy nature. Because he is so mechanically
talented, there is no doubt that he will always have a project to do
or an interested person to mentor. Now is the time for this kindhearted, strong-willed, gentle giant of a man to enjoy his family
and all the good things life has to offer.

8 — Soaring Scene

� Darrell Williams & Randall Spangler –
Customer Care Appliance Service
� Jason Slapp has opened an appliance
repair business, Diamond Appliance
Repair, with all the credentials and
corporation processes.

C

ongratulations to the following
students who recently completed
their program and have been
hired by local employers. The next time
you need an appliance repaired or the
air conditioning goes out, one of these
qualified technicians may be servicing your
equipment.
Major Appliance & Refrigeration
Repair
� Latoya Atkinson – Gulfcoast Appliance
Service

Congrats
to Will
Carta:
Digital
Lee
winner
in
Web
Design!

Studio RK is home to Fort Myers’ top
stylists with 26 stylists, 8 associates,
and 10 receptionists. Five of the stylists
are FMIT graduates – Amelia Walker,
Kim Cornell, Brittany Garland, Miranda
Horton, and Rachael Pribanic. Chelsea
Green, who will be completing the
Cosmetology program in June, is already
employed as an associate at Studio RK.
Associates work with an experienced
stylist for a year before moving up to
becoming a stylist with their own clients.
Stylists are continually trained to provide
the latest trends in fashion and beauty.

Kim Cornell, Miranda Horton, Amelia
Walker, and Chelsea Green

All of these students earned their Gcap, EPA,
and 408 Florida Gas Provider certifications.
Air-Conditioning, Refrigeration
& Heating Technology
� Denzel Green, Austin Bryant,
Daniel Lemmon, & Stephen
Baughman – Conditioned Air
� Eric Hackett – Page
Mechanical Group
� Steven Todd Hammer –
Johnson Controls
� Carl Morris – Lee County Port
Authority
� Daniel Tatak – Source
Refrigeration

Denzel Green, Stephen Baughman, Todd Hammer,
Eric Hackett, Daniel Tatak, Austin Bryant, and Carl Morris.
Not pictured: Daniel Lemmon

An Extraordinary
Family: A Dozen
and One

D

by Cathy Fowler

Latoya
Atkinson
performing
a brazing
exercise at
the SkillsUSA
regional
competition

the pattern in his brothers’ and sisters’
names. All of his brothers’ names start with
Christ and all his sisters’ names start with
Krist. Next, the middle name is filled with a
sense of humor. All 13 kids’ middle names
are a type of wood to go along with the last
name. How fun is that! So Mom and Dad
have a sense of humor. Christian RED Wood.
What could be better than to be raised
in an environment with devotion to faith,
a sense of humor, and encouragement to
achieve. I’m pretty sure all the kids have
learned first-hand the wise saying: Waste
Not, Want Not. Family names are as follows:
Kristina Elisa Fyre Wood, Christopher
Maxwell Cedar Wood, Christian Robert
Red Wood, Christman Douglas Teak Wood,
Christephen Chava Beach Wood, Christamas
Deland Oak Wood, Christavis William Sandal
Wood, Kristandra Yolanda Rose Wood,
Christavier Dennis Iron Wood, Kristiana
Erika Olive Wood, Kristamarie Denise Willow
Wood, Christadian Steven Hickory Wood,
Kristabella Fatima Holm Wood. In today’s

o you want to start your day in
a good mood? Then all you have to do is
get to know Christian Robert Red Wood.
Several of the teachers and staff began to
wonder, “What was the secret to Christian’s
positive attitude and fun-loving spirit?”
With a little investigation, we discovered
that this high school student enrolled in the
Automotive Service Technology program
comes from a family of 13 kids.
Christian’s long term goal is to become
a mechanical engineer. He is preparing
for this career by doing his very best in his
course work at FMIT. He has the attitude
to take part in everything
the school has to offer. As
a member of SkillsUSA,
he competed in the
high school contest for
Auto Service Technology
and won second at the
regional competition.
Christian is an officer in
the SkillsUSA organization
serving as Parliamentarian.
How many high school
students run for that
office? This year, Christian
was inducted into the
prestigious National
Technical Honor Society.
The Wood family minus newborn Kristabella
After school, Christian
is involved in his church
and works part-time for a
landscaping company. You
world, you need all the strength you can
may have seen Christian on campus riding
get as well as a friend with a great sense
his bike to school or on dress down days in
of humor. So, next time you see a guy on
his 70’s outfits that our so cool!
campus in a 70’s outfit riding a bike, stop
A big clue to the mystery of his winning
and get to know one heck of a great guy.
attitude was right in front of us. We saw
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Daniel Bruseth, a
recent Business Management &
Analysis graduate, was named
FMIT’s Student of the Year. Mr.
Bruseth is a Lehigh Senior High
School graduate and is the third
member of his family to attend
FMIT. His mother completed the Practical Nursing
program 4 years ago and is now a head nurse at
SalusCare. Brother, Samuel, completed Web Application
Development & Programming in 2014 and is now a
member of Best Buy’s Geek Squad. Mr. Bruseth came to
FMIT looking for a career change after working in the
restaurant industry for many years. His goal is to one
day own his own business.
Mr. Bruseth earned 5 Microsoft certifications while
enrolled in the Business Management and Analysis
program. He won a silver medal in Prepared Speech
at the regional SkillsUSA competition. According to
his instructor, Ms. Cathy Fowler, “Dan went above and
beyond in his many leadership roles as treasurer of
SkillsUSA and National Technical Honor Society.”
Congratulations to the following students who were
nominated for Student of the Year by their instructors.

Phyllis Hunter, Cosmetology instructor.
“Beth started school with a goal in
mind and she has worked relentlessly to
maintain an excellent level of academics,
technical skills, and employability skills.”
Although very busy with her
children’s after-school and sports
activities, Ms. Herrera still took on the challenge of
competing in SkillsUSA. She won a gold medal at the
regional competition and bronze at the state level. After
obtaining her Florida Cosmetology license, Ms. Herrera
hopes to work at Studio RK in Fort Myers.

Mike Lobo started the
Carpentry program with no
experience in the field but with
a lot of enthusiasm to learn the
trade. After high school, Mr. Lobo
moved from Miami to Fort Myers
ready to leave a troubled past
behind him and build a better future for himself. Mr. Lobo
is an ‘A’ student and won a silver medal at the regional
SkillsUSA competition. “Mike leaves his hardships at the
door and comes in with a positive, go-getter attitude,
motivating and setting a standard for the class,” said his
instructor, Mr. Richard Schaefer.
After completing the program, Mr. Lobo plans on
working as a carpenter (hopefully on North Captiva)
doing rough framing and learning more about trim work.
His 10-year goal is to become a licensed contractor and
remodeling homes in his favorite place, the Florida Keys.“
“It has been a pleasure having Mike in my class and
seeing that his potential and positive outlook will help
him reach his goals,” said Mr. Schaefer.

Christopher Allison
completed his first semester of
the Practical Nursing program at
Cape Coral Institute of Technology.
Personal issues forced him to
take time off from school. After
enrolling at FMIT for second
semester, Mr. Allison became ill and was diagnosed with
cancer. He was able to complete the semester before
moving to Oklahoma to be with family and receive
chemotherapy. Doctors there discovered that he had
been misdiagnosed and that he had a rare, intestinal
infection called Whipples Disease. After treatment, he
returned to Fort Myers and enrolled in the part-time
Practical Nursing program in order to complete his
last semester. Mr. Allison works full-time as a Certified
Nursing Assistant at Coral Trace Health Care and is
still able to maintain a high grade point average and
complete hours of homework and reading assignments
each week as well as participate in required clinical
rotations that are part of the Practical Nursing program.

Kaci Manson, a 2009
graduate of Riverdale High
School, has worked in a vascular
surgery center since she was 17.
She always knew she wanted
a career in the healthcare field
and was encouraged to enroll in
the Practical Nursing program by FMIT graduate Sherry
Nagel, who is now a nurse practitioner.
The Practical Nursing program requires the students
complete commitment for one year. Homework and
reading assignments often require 3 or 4 hours every
night. “Kaci demonstrates complete commitment to the
PN program,” said her instructor, Ms. Joyce Hubbs. “She
exhibits good judgment in class and at clinical settings
and is praised by hospital staff.”
Ms. Manson will be completing the program in
November and will then take the test for her Florida
LPN license.

Beth Herrera
always wanted to become a
cosmetologist. However, as a
devoted mother of 4 children aged
5-13 years old as well as being
a part-time Certified Nursing
Assistant and receptionist, she
had her hands full. She saved money and checked out
the private cosmetology schools before deciding FMIT’s
Cosmetology program was the most reasonably priced.
Mrs. Susan Cooley, FMIT’s former assistant director,
encouraged Ms. Herrera to pursue GED certification after
seeing her high TABE scores. She obtained her GED one
week before she started Cosmetology. “Beth is highly
respected due to her leadership and willingness to help
others in her class to achieve their goals,” said Mrs.

Krystal Olson left for
Army boot camp in Fort Jackson,
SC just 2 weeks after graduating
from South Fort Myers High
School in 2009. After completing
boot camp, she spent 11 weeks
in Virginia training to become
an Automated Logistics Specialist. From there, the
Florida native went to Fairbanks, Alaska where she
was stationed for 4 years. Along the way, she met and
married her husband Shawn and gave birth to daughter
Aryanna. Although the Army was a great experience, Ms.
Olson wanted the opportunity to spend more time with
her family, so the family moved to Fort Myers in June
2014. She took advantage of the Post 9/11 GI Bill to
enroll in the Medical Administrative Specialist program

and was also awarded a scholarship from the Vietnam
Brotherhood.
Ms. Olson received certifications in Microsoft Word,
Excel, PowerPoint, and Outlook. She also served as
secretary of the National Technical Honor Society.
“Krystal has been an exemplary student this school
year,” said her instructor, Ms. Beth Browder. Recently, Ms.
Olson accepted a position as a medical administrative
assistant at a podiatrist’s office.
“FMIT has given me everything I need to succeed.
From day one I felt FMIT was the best school for me,”
said Ms. Olson. “They work hard to get you to work! It is
not just a job, but a career choice and I am on my way,
thanks to FMIT!”

Michael Ramraj, a
New Jersey native, attended
Edison State College for 2 years
after graduating from Gateway
Charter High School in 2011.
He knew he wanted a hands-on
career and that’s what led him
to the Electricity program at FMIT. Mr. Ramraj earned
the NCCER Electrical Level 1 certification and won a
bronze medal at the regional SkillsUSA competition. “His
steady demeanor and uncompromising work ethic set an
example for other students,” said his instructor, Mr. Chris
McElroy. “He was early to school every day and helped
other students with their work. It was a pleasure to teach
Michael this year.”
Mr. Ramraj’s long-term goal is to become an electrical
contractor in the Fort Myers area.
Amanda Sanchez was
the only student this year to
complete the Early Childhood
Education within the 600 hour
program timeframe. She did this
while being a single parent to
her young daughter Mia since
her husband was away at Navy trainings. According
to her instructor, Mrs. Donna Hernandez, “Amanda’s
positive outlook and influence on others makes her the
type of student that all teachers would enjoy having in
their classroom.” She continues to say, “Amanda was
the cheerleader for those that got discouraged, the
problem solver of any issues that came up during the
day, the shoulder to cry on when a fellow student was
discouraged, and the team leader when the team began
to lose its way.”
Ms. Sanchez volunteers and serves as an Ombudsman
for the Seabee Unit in Miami. In this position she helps
Navy families access resources such as counseling and child
care. She is on call 24 hours a day, seven days a week in
this position. Ms. Sanchez was awarded the Early Childhood
Professional Certification (ECPC) on May 1, 2015.
Darrell Williams’
instructor, Mr. Armando Gomez,
describes him as “the consummate
gentlemen.” Mr. Williams came
to FMIT with a desire to learn
everything he could in the Major
Appliance & Refrigeration Repair
program. Along the way, he earned PSA GCAP, EPA
Universal Certification, and Florida State 408 Gas
Providers Certification. Mr. Williams was a member of
SkillsUSA and the National Technical Honor Society. He
completed the program in April 2015. According to Mr.
Gomez, the owner of Customer Care Appliance Service,
“Darrell is so good that I hired him.”
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Adrian Addison – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Leslie Algeo - Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
Samantha Allard - Florida Certified
Nursing Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
Joshua Allred – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Shabanu Anglin – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
Santiago Arminana – North American
Technician Excellence (NATE) Industry
Competency Exam (ICE) – Residential
Certification (Air-Conditioning,
Refrigeration & Heating Technology)
Amanda Arnold – Microsoft Outlook,
Access & Excel; Certified Medical
Administrative Assistant (CMAA) (Medical
Administrative Specialist)
Latoya Atkinson – Gcap, 408 Florida Gas
Providers Certification (Major Appliance
& Refrigeration Repair)
Vanesa Barroso – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Shadrack Battle – NCCER Core Certification
(Plumbing Technology)
Stephen Baughman – North American
Technician Excellence (NATE) Industry
Competency Exam (ICE) – Residential
Certification (Air-Conditioning,
Refrigeration & Heating Technology)
Jill Beckos – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Carsi Bellamy – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Richard Berg – NCCER Core Certification
(Plumbing Technology)
Dean Betty – Adobe Certified Associate
(ACA), Dreamweaver (Web Application
Development & Programming)
Kyle Blackman – EPA Section 608
Refrigerant Usage Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Alexandra Bobrova – Florida Certified
Nursing Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
Christen Bonyfield – Licensed Practical
Nurse (Practical Nursing)
Ethan Boren – ServSafe Food Protection
Manager (Commercial Foods & Culinary Arts)
Daniel Bruseth – Microsoft Access (Business
Supervision & Management)
Austin Bryant – North American Technician
Excellence (NATE) Industry Competency
Exam (ICE) – Residential Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Leslie Buchmann – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Christa Bullock – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)

Veronica Byrd – Microsoft Word (Medical
Administrative Assistant)

Travis Calise – Florida Department of

Children & Families (DCF) Early Childhood
Professional Certification, DCF Staff
Credential (Early Childhood Education)

Binky Callahan – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)

Reginald Castor – Licensed Practical

Nurse (Practical Nursing)
April Caywood – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Kenneth Cespedes – Florida Certified
Nursing Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Jamere Chandler – Florida State Board of
Cosmetology License (Cosmetology)
Daniel Chapman – EPA Section 608
Refrigerant Usage Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Karine Charles – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Roxanna Chavez – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Olivia Christiano – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Catherine Christle – Florida Certified
Nursing Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
Grace Clay – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Valerie Cole – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Michelle Colome – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Frances Connor – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Sarah Cornell – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Hannah Cummings – Florida Certified
Nursing Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Felisha Cyrus – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Tiffany Davis – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
William Deane – ServSafe Food Protection
Manager (Commercial Foods & Culinary Arts)
Jeanne Defazio – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Paul Denova – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Leigh Deriso – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Terrika DuBose – Florida Department of
Children & Families (DCF) Early Childhood
Professional Certification, DCF Staff
Credential (Early Childhood Education)
Craig Engdahl – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Stephanie Engh – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Jason Farley – NCCER Electrical Level 1
(Electricity)
Stephanie Farnham – Licensed Practical
Nurse (Practical Nursing)
Eddie Florence – ServSafe Food Protection
Manager (Commercial Foods & Culinary
Arts)
Stephanie Foreman – Licensed Practical
Nurse (Practical Nursing)
Romie Franklin – NCCER Core Certification
(Plumbing Technology)

Yolanda Frenot – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Irene Garza – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Brittney Gavin – ServSafe Food Protection
Manager (Commercial Foods & Culinary
Arts)
Dwight Gibbons – NCCER Core
Certification (Plumbing Technology)
Crystal Gillum – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Flor Gonzalez – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Manuel Gonzalez – ServSafe Food
Protection Manager (Commercial Foods &
Culinary Arts)
Denzel Green – North American Technician
Excellence (NATE) Industry Competency
Exam (ICE) – Residential Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Shanna Grier – ServSafe Food Protection
Manager (Commercial Foods & Culinary
Arts)
Eric Hackett – North American Technician
Excellence (NATE) Industry Competency
Exam (ICE) – Residential Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Steven Todd Hammer – North American
Technician Excellence (NATE) Industry
Competency Exam (ICE) – Residential
Certification (Air-Conditioning,
Refrigeration & Heating Technology)
Ryan Hansen – EPA Section 608 Refrigerant
Usage Certification, Universal EPA
Certification (Air-Conditioning,
Refrigeration & Heating Technology)
David Hawkins – ServSafe Food Protection
Manager (Commercial Foods & Culinary Arts)
Richard Henderson – EPA Section 608
Refrigerant Usage Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Danny Hernandez – NCCER Electrical
Level 1 (Electricity)
Richard Hessert – EPA Section 608
Refrigerant Usage Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Martha Hidalgo – Florida Department of
Children & Families (DCF) Early Childhood
Professional Certification, DCF Staff
Credential (Early Childhood Education)
Jessica Huacon – Adobe Certified Associate
(ACA), Dreamweaver; Adobe Certified
Associate (ACA), InDesign; Adobe
Certified Associate (ACA), Photoshop;
Adobe Certified Associate (ACA), Visual
Design Specialist (Web Application
Development & Programming)
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Louis Juste – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Tatyana Karbisheva – Licensed Practical
Nurse (Practical Nursing)
Drew Kernick – North American Technician
Excellence (NATE) Industry Competency
Exam (ICE) – Residential Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Krystal Anne Kirkpatrick – Florida
Certified Nursing Assistant (Patient Care
Assistant)
Kelli Laird – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Alexis Landry – ServSafe Food Protection
Manager (Commercial Foods & Culinary Arts)
Heather Lanigan – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
Kenneth Lett – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Lakila Levatt – Microsoft Word (Medical
Administrative Assistant)
Richard Liepold – NCCER Electrical Level 1
(Electricity)
Angelo Llewellyn – Gcap, 408 Florida Gas
Providers Certification (Major Appliance &
Refrigeration Repair)
Chrissi Lopez – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Hilda Lopez – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
Rebecca Macklin – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Shelby Manson – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Emilio Matias – EPA Section 608
Refrigerant Usage Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Romario McLean – Florida Certified
Nursing Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
Sean Melby – EPA Section 608 Refrigerant
Usage Certification (Air-Conditioning,
Refrigeration & Heating Technology)
Christopher Michaels – ServSafe Food
Protection Manager (Commercial Foods &
Culinary Arts)
Tanisha Mitchell – Microsoft Word (Medical
Administrative Assistant)
Carl Morris – North American Technician
Excellence (NATE) Industry Competency
Exam (ICE) – Residential Certification,
Light Commercial Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Brittney Murray – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Dang Nguyen – Gcap, 408 Florida Gas
Providers Certification (Major Appliance &
Refrigeration Repair)

Michael Nicostra – EPA Type I and Type
2 Certification (Air-Conditioning,
Refrigeration & Heating Technology)
Brittany Nierop – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Dolores Nunez – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Stephy Oge – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Krystal Olson – Microsoft Outlook
(Medical Administrative Assistant)
Roseann Osorio – Microsoft Word (Medical
Administrative Assistant)
Bryant Parris – ServSafe Food Protection
Manager (Commercial Foods & Culinary
Arts)
Dale Parrish – North American Technician
Excellence (NATE) Industry Competency
Exam (ICE) – Residential Certification,
Light Commercial Certification,
Refrigeration Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Ryan Patton – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Caysie Payne – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Mayra Perez Villarreal – Licensed Practical
Nurse (Practical Nursing)
Summer Peterson – Florida Certified
Nursing Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Desiree Pietsch – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Preeya Raghubar – Florida Certified
Nursing Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
Michael Ramraj – NCCER Electrical Level 1
(Electricity)
Gloria Ray – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
April Richards – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
Kirsten Ridenour – Florida Certified
Nursing Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Joey Rios – EPA Section 608 Refrigerant
Usage Certification (Air-Conditioning,
Refrigeration & Heating Technology)
Jessica Rivera – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Sandy Rivera – Florida Department of
Children & Families (DCF) Early Childhood
Professional Certification, DCF Staff
Credential (Early Childhood Education)
John Roberts – NCCER Core Certification
(Plumbing Technology)
Lisandra Robinson – Licensed Practical
Nurse (Practical Nursing)
Dania Rodezno – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
John Rubias – Adobe Certified Associate
(ACA), Photoshop CC (Web Application
Development & Programming)
Aimee Rudd – ServSafe Food Protection
Manager (Commercial Foods & Culinary
Arts)
Amanda Sanchez – Florida Department of
Children & Families (DCF) Early Childhood
Professional Certification, DCF Staff
Credential (Early Childhood Education)

Emilse Sanchez – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Robert Sanchez – EPA Section 608
Refrigerant Usage Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Dorcena Scott – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Brittney Tanner – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Courtney Urich – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Misty Urutia-Garcia – Florida Certified
Nursing Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
Dulce Rodriguez-Valdez – Certified
Professional Coder (Medical Coder/Biller)
Colton Shore – Microsoft Outlook
(Drafting)
Jason Slapp – Gcap, 408 Florida Gas
Providers Certification (Major Appliance
& Refrigeration Repair)
Clara Smith – ServSafe Food Protection
Manager (Commercial Foods & Culinary
Arts)
Randall Spangler – Gcap, 408 Florida Gas
Providers Certification (Major Appliance
& Refrigeration Repair)
Daniel Tatak – North American Technician
Excellence (NATE) Industry Competency
Exam (ICE) – Residential Certification,
Light Commercial Certification,
Refrigeration Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Sarah Van Dyken – ServSafe Food
Protection Manager (Commercial Foods &
Culinary Arts)
Miranda Vargas – Florida Department of
Children & Families (DCF) Early Childhood
Professional Certification, DCF Staff
Credential (Early Childhood Education)
Ana Villa - Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Patient Care Assistant)
Nathan Walker – EPA Section 608
Refrigerant Usage Certification (AirConditioning, Refrigeration & Heating
Technology)
Michael Wertin – EPA Universal
Certification (Air-Conditioning,
Refrigeration & Heating Technology)
Darrell Williams – Gcap, 408 Florida Gas
Providers Certification (Major Appliance
& Refrigeration Repair)
Tyrone Williams – North American
Technician Excellence (NATE) Industry
Competency Exam (ICE) – Residential
Certification, Light Commercial
Certification (Air-Conditioning,
Refrigeration & Heating Technology)
Romaine Wilson – Licensed Practical Nurse
(Practical Nursing)
Cody Wolfe – ServSafe Food Protection
Manager (Commercial Foods & Culinary
Arts)
Amanda Wright – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
Araceli Zepeda – Florida Certified Nursing
Assistant (Nursing Assistant)
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 Administrative Office Specialist
 Air Conditioning, Refrigeration
and Heating Technology
 Applied Cybersecurity NEW
 Automotive Collision Repair &
Refinishing
 Automotive Service Technology
(A.S.E.-Based Technician)
 Carpentry
 Central Sterile
NEW
Processing Technology
 Cloud Computing & NEW
Virtualization
 Commercial Foods &		
Culinary Arts
 Construction Workforce
Connection
 Correctional Officer
 Cosmetology
 Crossover Correctional Officer to
Law Enforcement Officer
 Crossover Law Enforcement
Officer to Correctional Officer
 Drafting (CAD)
 Early Childhood Education
 Electricity
 Electronic Technology
 Emergency Medical
NEW
Technician–ATD
 Fire Fighter
 Florida Law Enforcement Officer
 IV Therapy
 Licensed Practical Nurse
 Major Appliance & Refrigeration
Repair
 Marine Service Technologies
 Medical Administrative Specialist
 Medical Coder/ Biller
 .NET Application Development &
Programming
 Nursing Assistant–Articulated
 Nursing Assistant–Long-term
Care
 Patient Care Assistant
 Phlebotomy
 Plumbing Technology
 Turbine Generator Maintenance,
Inspection and Repair
 Web Application Development &
Programming
 Welding Technology

May 8, 2015 – Adrian Llanes,
Apprenticeship Instructor, International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local
Union 349, spoke to the Electricity
students about the importance of
apprenticeship training. The
electrical apprenticeship
is a 5-year program; the
student works five days
a week and attends
training classes once a
week. The apprenticeship
hours count toward college
credit, and when the student
completes the apprenticeship, they only
need a few more credits to receive an

Chris McElroy, Tyler Clute, & Adrian Llanes

associate’s degree. Tyler Clute attended
the Electricity program at FMIT in his
junior and senior year of high school and
is now a graduate of the apprenticeship
program and employed as a foreman at
Unity Data & Electrical Services.

Evening Classes
Most classes begin August 25, 2015
Most classes meet from 6-9 p.m.

 Air Conditioning..... 84 hours
 A/C NATE Certification
Review Class............. 4 hours
 Appliance Repair... 84 hours
 Auto Collision Repair...42 hours
 Auto Maintenance &
Repair..................... 84 hours
 Boating Maintenance
& Repair................. 84 hours
 Cybersecurity......... 84 hours
 Early Childhood Education
Director’s Course.... 48 hours
 Hair Braiding.......... 24 hours
 ICD-10 Certification
Training.................... 8 hours
 Pilot Ground School
............................... 84 hours
 Welding.................. 84 hours

Preregistration begins

June 1, 2015 from
8 a.m. – 3 p.m. in Building C
or register online at
www.fortmyerstech.edu

Fort Myers Senior
High School
2635 Cortez Blvd
Fort Myers, FL
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Commencement Ceremony
May 28, 2015 • 6 p.m.

by Debbie Daniels
t is always such a pleasure to work
with businesses in our community. This
year many of them have given back
to our faculty, staff, and students with
donations for our Student Appreciation
and Faculty/ Staff Appreciation days. To
name just a few: Race Trac, Sasse’s, Lee
Roy Selmon’s, Culvers, Broadway Palm
Dinner Theatre, Tween Waters Inn, FritoLay, and many more…thank you all for
supporting our mission!

Laura Bradley from RaceTrac and
Nanoush Marc, Early Childhood Education

